[The prevalence of antibodies against Giardia lamblia in umbilical cord serum and in maternal peripheral blood].
Using an immunoenzymatic assay (ELISA), 40 serum samples from the peripheral blood of women in labor and serum from the umbilical cord of their offspring were analyzed in order to detect the prevalence of antibodies against Giardia lamblia. The results show that 12.5% of the maternal serum samples and 15.0% of those from the umbilical cord had optical density values comparable to those positive for G. lamblia used in the assay. This suggests that important concentrations of maternal IgG antibodies for the parasite are transferred through the placenta. The role that these antibodies play in the neonatal protection is still to be determined.